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A word from our sponsor Jessica F. Holt...

The Horror is political
As the world around us grows darker on a daily 
basis with political, social or natural disasters, the 
horror and macabre in popculture and art play an 
increasingly important role as a coping mechanism. 
The horror genre has always been one holding a 
mirror to society to spark conversations about the 
negative developments at that period of time. It 
reflects on them, so as not to repeat them in the 
future. It is a vehicle of growth and change. Francis 
Bacon, Edgar Allan Poe and Mary Shelly are the first 
that come to mind who made use of the horrific and 
macabre to point at the dangers and issues of society.

 As an emerging artist, creating macabre, oil paintings 
I too, use my art as an outlet for my emotions 
and thoughts about the world we live in. To turn 
the internal into something external.  Moreover, I 
want to battle the age-old stereotype that men 
can handle scary things better than people who 
identify as women. What women experience on a 
daily basis from the world at large is amazing, we 
have to handle so much injustice. Especially now 
that it’s come to light how far the gender pay gap is, 
limited healthcare coverage, people fighting about 
controlling women’s bodies and yet women still 
wake up every day and push forward through the 
mire. As comic book writer Marguerite Bennet says, 

“I am a woman. I live in a world of body horror” –   
Who can rightfully deny women as the true 
champions of horror?

 To create art in the macabre spectrum is to be a 
part of a continuing conversation on the identity of 
society. We witness the underbelly of the world, our 

society and people more clearly, or simply put: 
have a heightened awareness of it. We remind 
the world that the past, present and future was, 
is and will not be always shiny and chrome. 
We confront the people with the difficult, the 
uneasy, the uncomfortable. We remind society 
that we have to look at the horrors in their 
face, smile and deal with them. However, we 
also deconstruct the stigma of not being part 
of the normal. Whatever being normal means 
nowadays. The struggle for acceptance has 
always been intrinsically buried into the DNA 
of horror, discussing issues of race, physical 
disability, mental health and gender. 

The London Horror Festival is not only celebration of 
the ghoulish, the thrilling and the downright macabre 
through the various mediums of art. It is also an 
amplifier for the messages within the art. It shines 
a light – although a gloomy one – on the rotten and 
decaying parts of our society. The festival brings 
attention to people left out and ostracized by society. 
It is a community hub for the marginalized and gives 
them a safe space where they can be themselves 
and enjoy themselves. Being part of the community 
myself, I gladly offer support for this event.  

So enjoy the horror, enjoy the grotesque and know 
that there is a place for you in this world, however 
strange you feel you are. 

Enjoy the London Horror Festival!

Jessica F. Holt
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GREETINGS...
The London Horror Festival is back for a 7th terrifying 
year to thrill and chill audiences for 3 jam packed 
weeks this Halloween season. The UK’s original  
and largest festival of live horror performance returns 
to the Old Red Lion Theatre following the great 
success of 2016.

With official sponsorship from Hobgoblin,  
‘the unofficial beer of Halloween’, and horror 
artist Jessica F. Holt, this annual celebration of the 
horror genre is going strong and 2017 is our biggest 
line-up yet with an eclectic programme of 23 
different shows on offer.

The London Horror Festival works to promote new 
and innovative work in the arts, support London 
fringe theatre and is dedicated to providing a platform 
for artists and companies working in the horror genre. 
This year promises a mix of theatre, puppetry, cabaret, 
spoken word, body horror, clowning and comedy, 
featuring satanic cults, mummies, zombies, ghosts, 
vampires and the bodies of Frankenstein!

The festival kicks off with this year’s playwriting 
competition winner staged by the Old Red Lion 
Theatre’s very own Artistic Director Clive Judd, 
including special prizes from sponsor Hobgoblin, 
followed by horror panel quiz show ‘What’s the 
Bloody Question?’ presented by UK Horror Scene’s 
Tony Sands and the London Horror Society.

Shows to look forward to include 5 star horror 
comedy ‘Curse of the Mummy’ from Last Chance 
Saloon, fresh from their Edinburgh triumph, fellow  

5 star fringe successes ‘The Twins Macabre’,  
The Underground Clown Club returning with the 5 star 
‘Knock Knock’ followed by their new show ‘Who’s 
There?’, and reworkings of classic tales including a 
comic adaptation H.P. Lovecraft’s ‘The Shadow Over 
Innsmouth’ by Hidden Basement Productions and a 
gender-switched version of Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The 
Raven’ by critically-acclaimed Evcol Entertainment.   

For something different after dark, stay up late  
for an exclusive midnight performance of ‘Felix Le 
Freak’s Shockbuster Video’ presented by the folks 
behind the wildly popular PopHorror cabaret club 
nights, then party the night away with their very  
own DJ until 3am. 

Bursting with heaps of emerging talent, award-
winning creatives and unique live performances  

– be sure you don’t miss one of hottest events  
of Halloween! 

Read on to check out the full programme and details 
of all the shows.

We look forward to seeing you  
this Autumn!

Producer and Curator: Katy Danbury 

www.londonhorrorfestival.com 

Twitter: @LndnHorrorFest  

Facebook: London Horror Festival  

Instagram: londonhorrorfestival
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GREETINGS...
a word from  
our patron
Welcome to the London Horror Festival 2017, which 
I’m delighted includes the playwriting competition, 
the return of some companies and many new ones. 
My deepest gratitude to Katy Danbury, our Festival 
Director, for her hard work in organising the festival 
and The Old Red Lion for hosting it.

Telling stories of darkness in the dark is an  
ancient rite. 

Our ancestors huddled around fires in caves,  
as shadows flickered on the walls, and surely told 
stories of the mysterious horned figure which they 
painted amongst the images of the animals they 
hunted. The epic poem Beowulf, which tells of 
the monster Grendel, was recited in Anglo-Saxon 
great halls on winter nights. By gaslight in Victorian 
theatres, Charles Dickens told the story of Ebeneezer 
Scrooge and his ghostly visitors. The story tellers 
relied on the imagination of their listeners to provide 
the chilling touch of dead fingers, fanged beasts and 
rattling chains.

For me, the suspension of disbelief involved in fringe 
theatre is magical. Without the realism of film and 
TV, the story happens just behind your eyes—in your 

imagination. When I dramatised two of my short 
stories from the collection, What Monsters Do, for 
the London Horror Festival in 2013, I enjoyed the 
ways the cast could connect with the imagination 
of the audience. As we had limited time and one 
story involved flashbacks, I wrote a narrator who, 
without costume changes, also functioned as a 
stage hand and appeared as the younger self of one 
of the characters. That story featured a cat and we 
obviously couldn’t use a live animal, so we used a 
round orange cushion. I know the audience accepted 
it as a cat from their gasps when it was apparently 
dropped onto a roaring log fire. (The cat was fine. A 
character only imagined the incident.)

As the lights dim in the auditorium before your 
chosen show, you become part of a tradition of story 
telling in the dark which stretches back millennia.

Enjoy your visit to the darkness behind your eyes.

Nicholas Vince 
Patron of the London Horror Festival
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our events

SUN 15TH OCTOBER, 7PM £10 (£8 CONC)

The London Horror Festival 
Playwriting Competition Winner
LONDON HORROR FESTIVAL IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE OLD RED LION THEATRE

The LHF continues to support new writing and provide a platform for emerging 
talent in the horror theatre scene with their annual playwriting competition. 
Dozens of entries have been received from across the UK and the winning play 
will be performed on the opening night in a production directed by ORL Artistic 
Director, Clive Judd, with an exclusive prize for the winning entry from sponsor 
Hobgoblin, to celebrate the official launch of the London Horror Festival 2017. 

What’s The Bloody Question?
UK HORROR SCENE, THE LONDON HORROR SOCIETY  
AND THE LONDON HORROR FESTIVAL

Take your seats for the kitschest horror panel quiz show in town - What’s The 
Bloody Question? Two teams pit their horror wits against each other in a battle  
of knowledge, skill, creativity and... well, probably play-doh actually.

Will London Horror Festival curator Katy Danbury beat her dastardly compatriot 
Chris Nials of The London Horror Society on home turf? Will the mysterious 
Questionomicon continue to vex our valiant competitors? Will presenter Tony 
Sands be able to harness the sheer power of the Dice Of Doom? Will The Score 
Keeper, Damon Rickard have enough fingers to calculate the points?

All will be decided on the day of reckoning. Or as it’s sometimes known to mere 
mortals... Sunday, 15th October at 9:30pm. JOIN US. 

SUN 15TH OCTOBER, 9.30PM £10 (£8                     )FOR LONDON HORROR 
SOCIETY MEMBERS
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our events

MON 16TH – WED 18TH OCTOBER, 7PM £10 (£8 CONC)

The Shadow Over Innsmouth
HIDDEN BASEMENT PRODUCTIONS

On a frankly tedious architectural tour of the coastline, Robert Olmstead happens 
across the ancient seaport of Innsmouth... What he discovers there will threaten 
his life, test his will and shatter his sanity. This two hander featuring original 
music, puppetry and physical theatre explores the complex and sometimes 
deadly relationship between man and fish.

‘666/666’ – Horror HotHouse 
     – LondonTheatre1
    .5 –  HorrorTalk

MON 16TH – TUE 17TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM £8 (£6 CONC)

The Service
FACEPLANT THEATRE

After years in hiding, the lone surviving siblings of an extreme religious cult 
are finally ready to tell their story.  Faceplant Theatre brings you a darkly 
comic, interactive horror; that will have you singing hymns, confessing 
sins, and consecrating the sacred cabbage. Welcome, to The Service.

WED 18TH – THU 19TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM £10 (£8 CONC)

The Raven
EVCOL ENTERTAINMENT

This Edgar Allan Poe classic tale is a re-working of his original poem, with Lady 
Elizabeth Woodruff wrestling with melancholic thoughts after losing her lover; a 
love whose death she questions her own involvement with upon discovering that 
she and her estranged husband were themselves engaged in a passionate affair.
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THU 19TH – FRI 20TH OCTOBER, 7PM £9 (£8 CONC)
SAT 21ST OCTOBER, 3PM

Curse of the Mummy
LAST CHANCE SALOON

This classic tale is whipped up with mischievous musical mash-ups, outrageous 
humour and hilarious slapstick comedy. Follow Montana Jones and a love cursed 
Mummy to Egypt for a frenetic hour of riotous theatre adventure.
      – The Theatre News
      – “Clever, sleek and utterly fantastic” – Edinburgh Evening News

“An utter delight”  – The List

FRI 20TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM & MIDNIGHT £10 (£8 CONC)
FRI 27TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM

Felix Le Freak’s Shockbuster Video
POPHORROR

Welcome to ShockBuster Video, where your dedicated clerk Felix wants you to 
browse their favourite aisle – Horror... Revisit iconic horror through their warped 
mind as they meld classic horror clips with performance and an unexpected 
narrative. Just make sure you don’t get locked in the store overnight...  
Join PopHorror DJ on Friday 20th October for an exclusive MIDNIGHT show 
afterparty until 3am!

SAT 21ST OCTOBER, 7PM £10 
SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER, 9:30PM

The Twins Macabre: Slay
THE TWINS MACABRE

As featured on BBC3 and BBC Radio 4, horror-comedy duo The Twins Macabre 
present ‘Slay’: a dark sketch cabaret. Born and raised in a travelling freak-circus, 
Maurice and Ivy are the U.K.’s most infamous 10-year-old killers. Dark comedy 
intertwined with vaudevillian theatrics, ghoulish music and just a touch of gore.  
      – “Delightfully unsettling.”  – LondonPubTheatres 

‘Delightfully freaky.’  – The Telegraph
     –  “If Edgar Allan Poe had tried his hand at stand-up.”  – GrumpyGayCritic
     –  “Nerve-jangling comedy rampage.” – Broadway Baby
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SAT 21ST OCTOBER, 9:30PM £10 (£9 CONC)
SUN 22ND OCTOBER, 7PM

The Men Who Made Frankenstein 
SECOND SELF

Would you willingly go to your execution if resurrection was guaranteed? For the 
condemned Margaret and Edward the answer was easy. Now they’re trapped in 
Doctor Frankenstein’s cells, and their debt is due. The payment: healthy flesh!  
A grim body horror exploring the origins of Frankenstein’s body bits.

The Dead, Live 
SCYTHEPLAYS LTD

Eerie, sardonic supernatural drama (“Literally haunting” – Starburst; “A wonderful 
performance” – Quays News; “Quite terrifying” – Fictionmaker). Lawrence Dodds 
is a popular ‘psychic’ medium who knows he’s a fake, but the world of Spirit may 
have a few shocks in store for him when someone unexpected attends one of his 
live shows. “A fine, tense, old-school ghost story” – Grimmfest

SUN 22ND OCTOBER, 3PM £12 (£8 CONC)

Scare Slam 
BLACKSHAW THEATRE

Lovers of scary stories, unite. Adding the fear factor to increasingly popular 
spoken word nights, storytellers from across the Horrorfest and beyond will share 
their worst (or should that be best?) nightmares at Blackshaw’s third annual 
Scare Slam. Prepare yourself for a night of chilling tales from both sides of the 
line of veracity.

MON 23RD OCTOBER, 7PM £10 (£8 CONC)
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MON 23RD – WED 25TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM £12 (£10 CONC)

TUE 24TH – THU 26TH OCTOBER, 7PM £10

THU 26TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM £10 (£9 CONC)

Waking the Walking Dead
STACK TEN THEATRE

Survivors of the zombie apocalypse take shelter in an abandoned railway station. 
As the undead close in who will survive, what will be left of them, and who will 
end up as human hors d’oeuvres? Stack 10 Theatre return to the London Horror 
Festival following last year’s The Wicker Hamper with an evening of laughter, 
blood and the undead.

House of Nostril
CASUAL VIOLENCE

Triple award winning sketch villains and stars of BBC Radio 4 revive their smash 
hit 2013 Gothic mansion comedy spectacular for THREE NIGHTS ONLY. Expect 
goblins, muffins and cretins, and your expectations will probably be met.  
      –  The Skinny       – Reviews Hub  
      –  ThreeWeeks       – Latest 7  
      –  FringeGuru       –  Brighton Argus  
      –  Broadway Baby   – The Scotsman

All But Us
I LOVE THIS TOWN

Mariana and Ricky have worked together for a year and cupid is slowly weaving 
his magic. But tonight Mariana has decided to confess something... a dark and 
unbelievable secret that she hasn’t uttered for a very, very, very long time. But 
there are some paths you simply shouldn’t go down...

“The writing is razor-sharp - 666/666” – Horror HotHouse 
“A charming & quirky comedy with a bloody twist of darkness” – Nicholas Vince 

(Hellraiser 1 & 2, LHF Patron)
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BADD
HERMETIC ARTS

The 1980s. America is gripped by Satanic Panic. Attend this meeting of B.A.D.D. 
(Bothered About Dungeons & Dragons) to deliver your children from the clutches 
of the occult! A darkly comic presentation on the multitude of Satanic threats 
hidden in seemingly innocuous everyday objects and media.

“Pam... is one of the fringe’s most memorable creations”  –  Broadway Baby
“BADD is good for everyone”  –  FringeGuru

Box office 0844 412 4307 | 13

FRI 27TH – SUN 29TH OCTOBER, 7PM £10 (£8 CONC)
£15 TICKET OFFER TO SEE BOTH KNOCK KNOCK AND WHO’S THERE? SAME DAY

SAT 28TH – SUN 29TH OCTOBER, 3PM £10 (£8 CONC)
£15 TICKET OFFER TO SEE BOTH KNOCK KNOCK AND WHO’S THERE? SAME DAY

Who’s There?
THE UNDERGROUND CLOWN CLUB & GAVIN J INNES

Vodka, tomato juice, Worcestershire sauce, Tabasco, pinch of salt, pinch of  
pepper; pinch on the arm to make sure it’s just a dream. Shake, shudder, shiver,  
screech, shriek, SCREAM!!! Garnish with Celery. Serve chilled. From the creators 
of Knock, Knock. 
      –  “Horror with a quirky comic twist, hilarious” – LondonPubTheatres

Knock Knock
THE UNDERGROUND CLOWN CLUB & GAVIN J INNES

A beak tapping at a window... The shadow lurking in your car... The castle on  
the hill... An unexpected visit... A horrible feeling in your chest... Knock Knock...

“Horror with a quirky comic twist, hilarious” –  LondonPubTheatres
555/666 – “Genius... Frantically funny, knockabout lunacy” – HorrorHotHouse

“Wonderfully clever”  – A Younger Theatre

SAT 28TH – SUN 29TH OCTOBER, 9:30PM £10 (£8 CONC)
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MON 30TH OCTOBER, 7PM & 9:30PM £10

TUE 31ST OCTOBER – THU 2ND NOVEMBER, 7PM £9 (£7 CONC)

TUE 31ST OCTOBER – THU 2ND NOVEMBER, 9:30PM £8

DOUBLE-BILL: James Hamilton Is So 
Lonely & James Hamilton Is So Pregnant
JAMES HAMILTON

Triple award-winning sketch comedian (regular writer for Cartoon Network  
and Disney Channel; creative lead of sketch group Casual Violence) presents  
two solo shows for the price of one: a revival of his smash hit “James Hamilton  
Is So Lonely”, and the debut WIP of “James Hamilton Is So Pregnant”.

“One of the most exciting and talented comics on the circuit” – Brighton Argus

MISTER MUSHROOM
THE FALLEN INSTITUTE

Something terrible has transformed Little Spewling into a smoking toxic 
necropolis. Now, a solitary rider picks their way through the ruined streets, bent 
on cleaning up this small town once and for all. But there is a monstrous evil 
lurking in the darkness –  and it grows stronger... A chilling and twisted parable  
for a nuclear age. 

Father Of Lies
BÊTE NOIRE PRODUCTIONS

Making a Murderer meets Rosemary’s Baby... Father of Lies tells the chilling true 
story behind a mysterious, unsolved murder in West Germany, 1973. This is a 
thrilling horror show about haunted priests, jealous widowers and satanic cults.
     –  The Wee Review 
      – “A thought-provoking, disturbing and fascinating hour”  

 – Edinburgh Festivals Magazine
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FRI 3RD – SAT 4TH NOVEMBER, 7PM £9 (£7.50 CONC) 

THE STOMACHING
RED CAPE BLACK CAPE THEATRE

St. Oswald’s Clinic, 1969. Human trials of a new drug are underway, promising 
to cure patients of their deepest, most crippling fears and trauma. But the 
experiments mask a hideous truth. There’s sickness in the clinic, madness  
in the medicine, and a despicable plot edging towards climax. Hell has never 
been so groovy. 

FRI 3RD – SAT 4TH NOVEMBER, 9:30PM  
’PAY WHAT YOU DECIDE’ FOLLOWING THE PERFORMANCES

Gated Community
HANDHELD ARTS

“Where one house once stood, there now stands eight. A whole new 
neighbourhood, secured behind a gate.” Handheld Arts will buzz you in and  
show you around eight twisted cautionary tales filled with fun, filmic shadow 
puppetry and amusing verse. A ‘Homes Under the Hammer Horror’ presented  
in portmanteau.

SAT 4TH NOVEMBER, 3PM £10 (£8 CONC)

The Haunting of Blaine Manor
TALES FROM PARADISE HEIGHTS

England, 1953. Doctor Roy Earle, famous for discrediting fake mediums and 
hauntings, is invited to attend a seance in Blaine Manor. What is waiting there is 
not nearly as horrific as what has entered with him…

“Highly recommended”  – Reviews Hub
“O’Byrne has a flair for the classic ghost story...”  – Manchester Theatre Awards
“Pay a visit to Blaine Manor, if you can”  – British Theatre Guide

Box office 0844 412 4307 | 15
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THE OLD RED  
LION THEATRE
www.oldredliontheatre.co.uk 

Box Office number: 0844 412 4307 

info@oldredliontheatre.co.uk 

Twitter: @ORLTheatre 

Facebook: Old Red Lion Theatre

Old Red Lion Theatre Pub
418 St John Street, London, EC1V 4NJ

Our nearest tube station is Angel, on the 

Northern Line (Bank Branch)

The Old Red Lion Theatre first opened its doors 

in 1979 and is now one of London’s oldest and 

most loved Fringe theatre venues.

Our mission is to nurture and present the very best 

new and emerging theatrical talent. Kathy Burke, 

Stephen Daldry, Penelope Skinner and Nina Raine- 

are just a few who had early work presented on 

our stage and this list grows each year.

In the past few years the Old Red Lion Theatre 

has transferred work off-Broadway and four 

times to the West End. Notable hits beyond 

the Fringe include: the World Premiere of 

Arthur Miller’s first play No Villain (Trafalgar 

Studios); The Play That Goes Wrong (Trafalgar 

Studios and No 1 Tour); Mercury Fur (Trafalgar 

Studios); Kissing Sid James (London and  

off-Broadway); The Importance of Being  

Earnest (Old Red Lion Theatre and Theatre  

Royal Haymarket).

The Old Red Lion pub will be serving food and 

drinks all day everyday throughout the festival, 

and is a great place to meet some of the 

companies involved.

The Old Red Lion is just a short walk from 

Angel underground station and offers the 

perfect space for a season of spine-tingling 

entertainment! The theatre is situated above  

the pub on St John Street.

THE OLD 
RED 
LION
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A word from  
our host venue

“We are delighted to be hosting the London 

Horror Festival for the second year running 

and providing a wider platform for the eclectic 

and diverse range of artists working across the 

horror genre. 

The festival is fast becoming the focal point 

of our winter schedule and with 23 shows, a 

new sponsor partnership with Hobgoblin and 

acclaimed horror artist, Jessica F. Holt and a 

revamped Playwriting Competition supported by 

our very own Literary Department, it’s going to 

be an absolutely mammoth Halloween!

The joy of the Old Red Lion Theatre is that you 

never quite know what you’ll find behind our doors. 

The joy for you is that you have three terrifying 

weeks to find out. Hold on to your hearts, folks!”

Clive Judd 

Artistic Director, Old Red Lion Theatre

Credits
Festival Producer & Curator:  
Katy Danbury

Old Red Lion Theatre team:  
Executive Director: 
Damien Devine

Managing Director: 
Helen Devine

Artistic Director: 
Clive Judd

Bar Manager: 
Dwaine Strong

London Horror Festival Creators: 
Stewart Pringle & Liam Welton

Festival Patron:  
Nicholas Vince 

Programme Design:  
Jessica Croome

Festival Artwork:  
Alexander Singleton

Festival Assistants:  
Madeleine Ysobel Cook, Alessia 
Zaja, Sophie Paterson, Thea Murphy,  
Beth Culmer, Bruna Foletto Lucas,  
Beatrice Hayes-Hollands,  
Shadi Azari & Joseph Willis

Festival sponsors:  
Hobgoblin and Jessica F. Holt

A word from  
our sponsor  
HobgobliN
This year Hobgoblin is joining the London Horror 

Festival and looking forward to scaring the living 

daylights out of audiences in the Old Red Lion 

Theatre. Hobgoblin has been the ‘Unofficial Beer 

of Halloween’ for 12 consecutive years and has 

been working hard to turn the whole of October 

into a ‘Season of Mischief’.

Hobgoblin Brand Manager Alex Harrison 

explains: “The London Horror Festival seems 

to be a great fit with Hobgoblin. Not only is the 

whole event in a pub, but it is a celebration 

of everything best about ‘Halloween’ from 

the ghoulish,  the thrilling and the downright 

macabre, brought to life through live 

performance... we hope everyone who comes 

along has a great, albeit scary, time and get to 

try a pint or two of Hobgoblin.”
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Thanks to...
The staff at the Old Red Lion Theatre Pub. Our wonderful and dedicated volunteer assistants for their 

hard work throughout the festival. Our delightful Patron Nicholas Vince for his unwavering support. 

The entrants, readers and performers of the playwriting competition. Our sponsors – Hobgoblin 

and Jessica F. Holt – for their support. The businesses that advertise with us and take our posters 

and programmes. The performing companies and artists for bringing their fantastic work to us. The 

audience who fill our seats, particularly those who come back year on year. Stewart Pringle and 

Liam Welton for creating this magnificent beast and continuing to offer advice. Damon Rickard for 

his kind help. The Danbury family, Craig Hannah and friends – for putting up with me. You all make 

this festival the unique and exciting event that it is and I am eternally grateful to each and every one 

of you! Deepest thanks and love from Katy. Here’s to the LHF!
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